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fact that the residents were shooting at all comers.
The incident enriched his saga with a slightly comic
touch. It was felt to be magnificent, but not the
Home Office. Yet possibly it left a deeper mark on
Mr. Churchill. For the criminals, who had killed
several unarmed policemen in an earlier encounter,
were a strange phenomenon in England. They
possessed explosives, automatic pistols, and vague
political affiliations; they originated in the Russian
Empire and treated London constables with the
cold ruthlessness normally reserved for the Czar's
police; and it is possible that Mr* Churchill's atti-
tude towards the later phases of the Russian Revolu-
tion owed something to his experience in Sidney
Street, Not that he took a tragic view of it in 1911.
For when his Under-Secretary, who had been on
the Continent with Lloyd George and Rufus Isaacs,
returned to England and burst into his room with
the irreverent enquiry, " What the hell have you
been doing now, Winston ? " the statesman's answer
was disarming. ** Now, Charlie," he replied, " don't
be cross. It was such fun."

That summer, in the intervals of legislation about
hours of work in shops and safety in coal mines, to
say nothing of heated debates upon the Parliament
Bill, he had more compelling interests. For in July,
1911, the Germans alarmed the world once more
by sending a small warship uninvited to a port on
the Atlantic coast of Morocco. This gesture was
an open challenge to French claims in North Africa ;
and it was followed by an unpleasant silence, ter-
minated unexpectedly by an impressive speech of